Advent 2010 'Reviewing how we serve the church'

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 & 27

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

It has been said that church is a bit like a football match whereby 22,000 people who could do with a bit of exercise stand around the edges of the pitch watching 22 others get totally worn out! This certainly doesn't fit with Paul's idea of a healthy church (see above).

At St. Mary's Wollaston we are keen to see everyone using their gifts to serve in some way. When we serve, we get a better sense of 'belonging', and serving is part of being a disciple, a Christian. However, when it comes to serving, it would seem in church circles in particular, that too often square pegs are squeezed into round holes. This behaviour can often be self imposed by well meaning people who feel obliged to “do something” if no one else steps forward. Also, I think sometimes we might begin as round pegs but over time we start to square up!

When it comes to reviewing where our gifts lie, following three steps may be helpful:

Firstly, examine your DESIRES. Simply ask yourself, "What do I want?" If God gifts you a certain way, it is reasonable to assume that he will with that gift also give you the desire to exercise it. However, you must examine your motives as well -- they can be deceiving. Your "call to service" may in reality merely be a desire to excel or to be noticed. This was one part of the Corinthians' problem -- they wanted the gifts which made them noticed and prominent.  But desire for prominence is not a proper motive; desire to serve others in the best way possible is.

Next, examine the EVIDENCE. You may have a great desire to be on the Welcome Team but your spouse tells   you that you are particularly grumpy in the mornings! Now certain gifts must be developed, sharpened; but if the evidence says there is no giftedness, then find another area of service. If you have been successful in encouraging, comforting, or even patiently rebuking people in the Lord, your gift may be exhortation. And so on it goes -- simply examine the evidence in light of your desires.

Finally, examine the OPPORTUNITIES God has given you. This is the stress of the New Testament in this regard. Simply ask what is available. Look to see what is needed. Endeavour to find how you can serve and best benefit the body. Simply look for a need which you are able to fill.

To help you review how you serve the church, there are two exercises for you to consider:

Firstly there is, on the blue sheet, a list of the current ministries that you can get involved in at St. Mary's, Wollaston. These are mainly ministries that happen on a Sunday though of course there are many other ways we can serve. Initially though, consider which one (or more) of these you feel you want to get involved in. Do speak to the 'Ministry Co-ordinator' for more detail about what is involved if necessary. Then either confirm with that 'Ministry Co-ordinator' that you want to be on their team or hand the form in at the back of church during advent and we'll make sure you join that team. We would love it if everyone was involved in something.

Secondly, there is a comprehensive 'Discovering My Gifts' sheet (this yellow one!) to complete if you want to consider a fuller picture of where your gifts may lie. Simply spend some time prayerfully thinking through the different gifts, ticking where you feel you may be gifted. Then if you want to, hand the sheets in at the back of church during advent or to Adrian or Chris Brett, ticking the box if you want to talk further about what you have put and where this might lead to you serving. 

Discovering My Gifts

Gifts that demonstrate God's Love

Service

Acts 6v1-7

The ability to recognise unmet needs in the church family and take the initiative to provide practical assistance quickly, cheerfully and without a need for recognition.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Mercy

Luke 10v3-37

The ability to detect hurt and empathise with those who are suffering in the church family. The ability to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those experiencing distress, crisis or pain.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Hospitality
1 Peter 4v9-10

The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, accepted and comfortable in the church family. The ability to co-ordinate factors that promote fellowship.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Pastoring (“Shepherding”)
1 Peter 5v2-4

The ability to care for the spiritual needs of a group of believers and equip them for ministry. The ability to mature a small group in spiritual growth and assume responsibility for their welfare.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Giving

2 Cor 8v1-7

The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money beyond the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened. The ability to earn and manage money so it may be given to support the ministry of others.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Gifts that celebrate God's presence

Music

Psalm 150

The ability to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or instrumental and to lead the church family in worship.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Arts & Crafts
Exodus 31v3-11

The ability to build, maintain or beautify the place of worship for God's glory. The ability to express worship through a variety of art forms.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Intercession
Col 1v9-12

The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over extended periods of time on a regular basis. The ability to persist in prayer and not be discouraged until the answer arrives.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Healing

James 5v14-16

The ability to pray in faith for people who need physical, emotional or spiritual healing and see God's answer. The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Miracles
Mark 11v23-24

The ability to pray in faith specifically for God's supernatural intervention in an impossible situation and see God's answer. The ability to sense when God is prompting you to pray this kind of prayer.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Praying with my Spirit (“Tongues/Interpretation”)

1 Cor 14v13-15

The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or one who is given the gift of interpretation.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Gifts that educate God's people

Teaching
Ephesians 4v12-13

The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bible in a way that causes them to learn. The ability to equip and train other believers for ministry.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Encouragement (“Exhortation”)
Acts 14v22

The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles, especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith. The ability to bring out the best in others and challenge them to develop their potential.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Wisdom

1 Cor 2v1,6-16

The ability to understand God's perspective on life, situations and share those insights in a simple, understandable way. The ability to explain what to do and how to do it.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Discernment
1 John 4v1-6

The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error and to give an immediate evaluation based on God's word. The ability to discern whether the source of an experience is God's Spirit, self or Satan.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Knowledge
Daniel 1v17

The ability to discover, collect, analyse and organise information that is vital to individual believers or the entire church family. The ability to comprehend a large amount of information and provide it when needed for effective decision-making.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Gifts that Communicate God's Word

Preaching (“Prophecy”)
1 Cor 14v3

The ability to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that convinces unbelievers and both challenges and comforts believers. The ability to persuasively declare God's will.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Evangelism
Acts 8v26-40

The ability to communicate the Good News to unbelievers in a positive, non-threatening way. The ability to sense opportunities to share Christ and lead people to respond with faith.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Missions
1 Cor 9v19-23, Acts 13v2-3

The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and help believers from that culture.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Apostle
Romans 15v20

The ability to start new churches and oversee their development. Today we call these people church planters.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Gifts that support and guide the previous four

Leadership
Heb 13v7,17

The ability to clarify and communicate the purpose and direction (“vision”) of a ministry in a way that attracts others to get involved. The ability to motivate others by example to work together in accomplishing a ministry goal.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Administration (“Organisation”)
1 Cor 14v40

The ability to organise and manage people, paper, resources and time. The ability to co-ordinate many details and execute the plans of leadership.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Faith 
Romans 4v18-21

The ability to trust God for what cannot be seen and to act on God's promise, regardless of what the circumstances indicate. The willingness to risk failure in pursuit of a God-given vision, expecting God to handle the obstacles.

I'm pretty sure I have this gift
____________

I may have this gift


____________

I don't have this gift


____________

Name:

Date:

When finished, either hand in at back of church or please pass to either Adrian or Chris Brett
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