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Café Connec   ions 2010
A ‘Fresh Expression of Church’ in Bozeat

OUR VISION IS . . .
To see Café Connec(ions develop into a full expression of 

Christian Community for those who do not connect with 

‘traditional’ styles of church.

OUR CORE VALUES ARE . . .
· To build a sense of belonging by being inclusive, generous, welcoming and caring to all people.

· To grow together in the Christian faith, working out what this means when dealing with everyday issues and having a personal relationship with God.

· To develop relevant and contemporary ways to worship God, including praying for each other, our neighbours and global issues.

· To encourage everyone who comes to Café Connec(ions to be fully involved by using their strengths and talents to serve each other and to develop our vision. 

· To encourage others to be followers of Jesus Christ through the witness of our actions and the things we say.
Belonging ~ Growing ~ Worshipping ~ Serving ~ Witnessing
In light of these values,
OUR OBJECTIVES FOR 2010 ARE . . .
· To offer prayerful and practical support for people in need, working with the benefice pastoral initiative.
· To make plans for up to two additional meetings and/or activities per month to meet the needs of Café Connec(ions members.
· To encourage everyone to explore the claims of Jesus Christ through Alpha and other means.
· To provide a varied Food4Thought spiritual diet using different speakers and forms of presentation. 
· To encourage everyone to invest their time and talents in the running and development of Café Connec(ions.
· To support through prayer and action one overseas project.
· To encourage regular financial giving to help secure the future of Café Connec(ions. 
P.T.O.

SOME QUESTIONS OFTEN ASKED . . .

“What are ‘fresh expressions of church’?”

The national idea of fresh expressions of church came about following a best selling report in 2004 by The Church of England called Mission-shaped Church: Church Planting and Fresh Expressions of Church in a Changing Culture. Statisticians tell us that 60% of the UK population find it difficult to connect with church and now the Anglican Church is actively seeking to grow what is called a ‘mixed economy church’, that is:

· valuing and growing traditional churches

· starting fresh expressions and

· connecting everything together so that the whole church body grows. 
Café Connec(ions is one of many different styles of fresh expressions of church that are growing throughout the UK.
“Why did Café Connec(ions start?”

In recent times, the Church of England has seen church membership numbers fall and in 2006, a number of local Christians recognised that they were struggling to engage with people who had little, negative or no experience of church. Café Connec(ions, while seeking to be inclusive, started and exists for, people in Bozeat who do not connect with ‘traditional’ church. 
“Who are Chris and Linda Brett?”

Chris and Linda are Anglican lay ministers who were licensed by the Bishop of Peterborough in the nineties after training for two years. Chris is a Licensed Evangelist and Linda is a Lay Pastoral Minister. In September 2006 they moved to Bozeat to work with others to begin and to develop a fresh expression of church in the village. In September 2007 they moved into Bozeat Vicarage, which is once more available for church events, meetings and other activities. 
“What exactly happens at Café Connec(ions?”

We meet every first and third Sunday morning in the month in St Mary’s Church Community Hall from 9.30 – 11.30 a.m. Our aim is to help those who come, to make connections – with each other around the breakfast table and with God through different elements such as ‘Food4Thought’ (from 10.30 – 11.00 a.m.), the ‘Quiet Space’ (an area set aside for prayer and reflection) and other activities. We focus on a different topic each time we meet and the children and young people have their own programmes which run from 10.00 – 11.00 a.m.
Fellowship is an important part of café connec(ions. As well as a full English breakfast, there are Sunday newspapers, fresh coffee, fruit smoothies and ‘Give & Take’, ‘Offers & Needs’ and Traidcraft stalls. Nothing is compulsory at Café Connec(ions. Some simply enjoy the breakfast and meeting with friends, others like to engage with ‘Food4Thought’ and the other activities.
Other initiatives are starting and developing under the Café Connec(ions banner, such as the fruit and vegetable garden project running in support of people in Bungoma. Please ask for more details.
We know we have a lot to learn and there will be changes to come, but in the meantime, our desire is that Café Connec(ions will not be seen as competition or a distraction but a welcome addition to what the Church has to offer folk in Bozeat.
For more details or to voice your comments, please contact 
Chris and Linda at Bozeat Vicarage ~ Tel: 01933 665831

e-mail chrisandlinda@cafeconnections.org.uk           









